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What have you done for me lately? 

—John 1:29-34 

We Americans are notoriously impatient, we suffer from a short attention span, and we have been programmed to 

want immediate gratification. It’s part of our culture, it’s part of the way we have been raised, it’s driven by our life 

experiences. We want things quickly. We don’t want to wait for the web page to load. We don’t want to wait for the 

light to turn green. We don’t want to wait in line. We don’t want to wait on hold. We don’t want to wait to save for 

something; if we want it now, we buy it now and finance it and pay for it later. When things are broken or things 

don’t work, we want them to get fixed. Now! Not next week. Now! Our impatience leads us to be fickle and 

focused on the short-term. What you did for me in the past is nice, but what have you done for me lately? Just to 

illustrate how we Americans take a quick, short, practical view of things: We all know the economy has been 

booming, but that is so 2019! It is so last year! 2020 is an election year. So, Mr. or Ms. Candidate for public office, 

what have you done for me lately? Or an example of our short-term view of things. Many Americans are tired of 

being at war in the Middle East because we’ve been fighting there for almost 20 years; enough already! But our 

adversaries in the Middle East see this period as just a little skirmish in a larger struggle with the West that goes 

back 1,000 years to the time of the crusades. We want to be in, done, and out; they are playing a long game that 

spans generations. It’s a different cultural mindset. 

So how do you think that impacts our spiritual life? Do you think that a quick-results, immediate-gratification, 

have-it-now mindset might impact our relationship with God? Of course it does; it’s inevitable! When we pray we 

want answers now. Otherwise, we think, God must not be listening. When we run into temptation and must 

wrestle with something that is really challenging our faith or trying to pull us into sin, we may not be well-equipped 

to fight against the desire. Give in to the moment, succumb to the pleasure now, and ask forgiveness later. And 

when it comes to Jesus—his life, death and resurrection—well, that was 2,000 years ago. I’ve heard many, many 

times what Jesus did for me back then, but I have needs now. I have problems that need to be fixed now. Where 

are you now? It’s very nice what you did for me way back then, but what have you done for me lately? 

We’re going to take a little different look at this text from John chapter 1. Usually when we study this section of 

John’s Gospel—especially John the Baptist’s words “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world”—we emphasize Jesus’ role as the sacrificial Lamb who died on the cross as the sacrifice for sinners. 

That’s exactly what Jesus did. Like the lamb foretold in Isaiah 53 he was led to the slaughter, and as a sheep 

before her shearers is silent he did not open his mouth. Like the Passover lamb, whose blood rescued the 

Israelites from death, Jesus’ blood was spilled in Jerusalem to make atonement and rescue us from death. But 

today I want to point out one little detail in what John the Baptist said when he pointed to Jesus. He did not say, 

“The Lamb of God who will take away the sin of the world.” Nor did he say, “The Lamb of God who took away the 

sin of the world.” He says, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Present tense. Here and 

now. 

Let’s look at this a little more closely. This is the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, at the time of his baptism. John 

says that he saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus. Now he’s pointing to him as the Lamb of God. It would have 

been very natural for John to point to the future, to what Jesus was going to do; in about three years Jesus would 

be hanging on a cross bearing the world’s sin and enduring God’s wrath. But John the Baptist points to Jesus as 

the Lamb of God who is bearing the sin of the world. How can this be? 

Two weeks ago we celebrated the Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord. The word Epiphany means “appearing” or 

“revelation.” We see Jesus appearing on the scene beginning his public ministry. Suddenly this unknown 

carpenter from Nazareth takes the stage and reveals himself as the Son of God. He bears our sin by being our 

Righteousness. When we think of Jesus’ work to save us our thoughts often go immediately to the cross where he 

died. But what did Jesus do for 33 years before he ever died? He lived! Perfectly! He was obedient to the law of 

God and the law of man. He was subject to his parents. He was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet he was 

without sin (Hebrews 4:15). He obeyed the law perfectly. Every commandment in thought, in word, and in deed. 

He never hated. He never lusted. He was never greedy. He never coveted. He never lied. Why? Because we 

haven’t obeyed the law. Because we have lied and lusted. Because we have coveted and hated and blasphemed. 

Because we have been lax and loveless, cold and indifferent. Because we have sinned. 



So Jesus was sinless. He is our Substitute. He is our Righteousness. Even as Jesus walked by John the Baptist 

near the Jordan River, long before he ever went to Jerusalem to die, already then Jesus was bearing the sin of 

the world by being our righteous Substitute under the law. His Epiphany reveals him as the Savior of the world, 

God with us, Emmanuel, God who has come to help his people by taking upon himself our sin and bearing it 

away. 

But again, John the Baptist pointing to Jesus, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus revealing himself as the 

Messiah, the Son of God—all these things were still 2,000 years ago. What about now? What about today? What 

have you done for me lately, Jesus? 

Here’s the beautiful truth in John the Baptist’s words and in who Jesus is: He is still the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. Not just the Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world but still takes away the sin 

of the world. Whoa, wait a minute—I thought Jesus’ work was done. I thought Jesus’ sacrifice was complete. How 

can he still be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world? The answer is very simple. Jesus’ saving 

work on earth is done. It is finished. The price for sin has been paid in full. The payment is the blood of God’s 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. It has been shed once for all, the Righteous for the unrighteous. Jesus’ sacrifice 

on earth is complete, the payment was accepted, and the resurrection proves that God and sinners have been 

reconciled through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. But in heaven Jesus’ work continues. The glorified and 

victorious Christ Jesus is now ascended to the highest heavens and seated at the right hand of God the Father—

and what is he doing there at God’s right hand? He is continually interceding for us! He is continually pleading for 

us! When you and I fall into sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ the 

Righteous One (1 John 2:1). Jesus’ blood avails for us continuously to wash away our sins and blot out our 

transgressions. Jesus’ perfect obedience still covers all of our wickedness. We are washed and cleansed in 

Jesus’ blood, we are clothed with Jesus’ righteousness. 

One constant connection to Christ is our baptism. But wait, for most of us our baptism was many years ago. 

Maybe we were baptized when we were babies. Maybe we don’t even remember when we were baptized. 

Baptism was nice, but what have you done for me lately, Jesus? Ah, dear friends, it is so easy to forget our 

baptism, to think of it as a one-time event perhaps long ago. In reality, your baptism is your daily companion. Your 

baptism connects you to Christ. When we were baptized we were baptized into Christ. We put on Christ. We are 

clothed with Christ. In our baptism we are dressed in the robes of righteousness that the spotless Lamb of God 

won for us. God placed his name on us, brought us into his family, the Holy Spirit worked faith in our hearts to 

trust in Jesus, and that relationship continues. When we are in a family relationship with Jesus through faith in him 

as our Savior, we are continually in Jesus. The Apostle Paul uses this phrase repeatedly throughout his epistles: 

“In Christ.” We are in Jesus’ sphere. We walk continually with Jesus. He is our constant companion. Our baptism 

is a constant reminder that we are in Christ, clothed in Christ, with Jesus continually interceding for us. 

Jesus is still the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world—not just took away the sin of the world but 

takes away the sin of the world. Jesus revealed himself as the Son of God and the Savior of the world at his 

baptism. That was two millennia ago. He bore our sin, carried our shame, spilled his blood, won complete 

forgiveness for you and for me and for the world. That was 2,000 years ago. What has he done for you lately? 

Each day is a new day of his grace. Each day you arise under the shadow of his mercy. Each day he dresses you 

in your baptism and clothes you anew in Jesus’ beautiful righteousness and hides you in Christ. Each day he 

guides your steps in the paths of righteousness, as you love and serve your neighbor. Each day he brings you 

one day’s march closer to heaven. Thank you, Jesus, for all you’ve done for me lately! Amen. 


